312       CHARACTERS    OF   THE    REFORMATION
the most remarkable thing still is that both
men remained firmly of the Faith, lived in it
and died in it. They both were living proofs
that the Gates of Hell had not prevailed and
that the Church had proved its power to survive.
For my own part the two things that stand
out most vividly in the case of either man are
these:
Of Descartes, that he had the humility, the
faith and the devotion to make the pilgrimage
to Loretto; of Pascal, the splendour of his
death.